Crowded stores, traffic at a standstill, flamboyant street decorations — is 
Christmas 1960? How far removed from a Babe bedded in straw in Bethlehem 
London’s West End at Christmas time! Yet for the reality of Christmas we nee 
to go back to the Manger and to 


THE GIFT UNSPEAKABLE 


Everything in the Christian religion is gift. There is no buying 
selling in the Gospel. What the Gospel offers, money cannot buy, and G 
does not sell. There is no trading with the Owner of all things. Out of pu 
love, God gives us life, health, “and happiness; He gives us grace, peac 
and salvation. 

In gratitude we give ourselves to Him and to His people. At Christm 
we try to emulate the exalted, selfless love of God. The essence and spir 
of the season is giving. 

But look what has | happened to Christmas. The world has taken it ov 
and made it into the most hectic season of buying and selling we know. 
has turned the Festival of the Nativity into its own carnival of Mammo 
worship. Even Christian business men rub their hands gleefully, n 
primarily in remembrance of God’s gift of grace, but in anticipation of th 
pounds and shillings in profit. 

How much of the spirit of pure giving is still left in our modern celebra 
tion? Even the time-honoured custom of Christmas presents has shrivell 
into an annual barter of goods rather than the giving of gifts 

The soul of Christmas has all but fled and what is left is, 
many cases, a noisy and expensive caricature. 


in all toe 


a Sie. Meditation 


The Christmas story is so co 
unlike anything else, so totally 
unique, so completely beyond the ex: 
perience or even the imagination of 
man that when you hear it, you 


= 


Unspeakable in its mystery 


Go back to Bethlehem and have a 
look at the first Christmas. All you 
see is a mother nursing her little 
Child, her husband beside them. A 


homely scene which every father and 
mother will understand and appre- 
ciate. The wonder of Bethlehem 
will not strike you until you hear an 
angel voice saying: “This is the 
Saviour, Christ the Lord”. This In- 
fant the Lord! This Child of woman 
Son of God! It can’t be! But it is. 


TWO 


either accept it in ees 
faith or you reject it as a lot o 
foolishness. One thing you can’t de 
with the Incarnation: you can’t ana- 
lyse it and reason it out. 


Eminent and believing Bible schol- 
lars have approached Bethlehem anc 
have written pages upon pages in try- 
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ag to unfold the mystery of the 
anger: yet, when all is said and 
‘one, these master minds have ad- 
anced no further than those simple 
yords which have been embraced by 
uillions of ordinary _ believers: 
‘When the fulness of time was come, 
jod sent forth His Son, made of a 
voman” (Gal. 4: 4). 


Unspeakable in its love 


Just as unspeakable is the love of 
30d which prompted this greatest of 
christmas gifts. 


We give presents at Christmas to 
seople we love and respect and who 
.ove us in return. But what was there 
in this world that God should 
have loved? A race of wicked men 
ranged in hatred against Him, a race 
filled with cruelty and fierce human 
passions bent on destroying itself? 
Yet that world God loved, so loved 
it that He gave His own Son to save 
it. Such love is unspeakable. 


There is not much in the present 
condition of the world to make us 
glad. The future has anxiety and fear, 
perhaps terror, written on its face. 
We need Christmas to remind us that 
God still loves the world. To the 
man who understands the real 
meaning of this season, darkness 
becomes light when his eyes behold 
the Nativity scene. There, in that 
Child of Mary sleeping peacefully 
in its mother’s arms, lies the Hope of 
the world. There is the crowning Gift 
of Christmas, the eternal proof that 
God is still ready to forgive and to 
save out of the ruined wreck of 
humanity anyone who comes to Him 
with the name of Jesus on his lips. 


Unspeakable in its sacrifice 


Look at what it cost God to make 
this Gift to man. The self-denial of 
a mother for her child, the death of 
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young warriors for their country, the 
martyrdom of saints, even the agony 
of Abraham when he stretched forth 
to slay his son — press all these best 
examples of human sacrifice into ser- 
vice and we still have nothing by 
which to gauge the love of the 
Heavenly Father when He sacrificed 
His own Son for us men and for our 
salvation. 


And the Incarnation was only the 
first step on the road that led finally 
to the Death Cross on Calvary. 


Such sacrifice is not a matter for 
our minds to probe or for our lips 
to explain. It is something our hearts 
must trust with the humility of the 
shepherds. 


Unspeakable in its blessings 


Or consider the unspeakable bles- 
sings which have come to us through 
the gift of the Christ-Child. When 
God gave us Christ, He gave us 
everything, everything He had, every- 
thing we need. If He “spared not His 
own Son but delivered Him up for us 
all’, we may ask also, “how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all 
things?” (Rom. 8:32). 


Just think what we were before 
He came into our life and what we 
are now, and what we shall yet be- 
come, now that we are Christ’s and 
Christ is ours. Can we count all the 
beams of blessing that radiate 
from the Manger-Cradle of God’s 
Son? It’s easy enough to say the 
words: forgiveness, peace, joy, eter- 
nal life, but who knows or can ex- 
press the depth of their meaning? 


Before such mystery, such love, 
such sacrifice, such blessings, we 
can only say, as millions before us, 
with St. Paul (II. Cor. 9:15): 

THANKS BE UNTO GOD FOR 


HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT! 


THREE 


key words 


There are always those who try 
to convince themselves that there is 
no resurrection. Their conscience 
condemns them and they are afraid 
of the sentence divine justice will 
pronounce upon them. However, 
one can’t get rid of the feeling that 
physical death does not destroy his 
conscious existence and _ personal 
identity. 

Philosophers like Voltaire tried, 
but never succeeded, in convincing 
even themselves. Though he con- 
demned the teaching of the resur- 
rection as a hoax by which the 
Christian Church scares _ people 
into obedience and claimed that he 
had proved it to be false, he died 
in extreme mental anguish at the 
thought of what might be in store 
for him. 

Men who do not trust Holy Scrip- 
ture find the resurrection hard to be- 
lieve It has always been so, Four 
centuries ago, Dr. Luther said: 
“You will find few people on earth 
today who sincerely believe this 
article. Particularly men of great 
influence, the wealthy and mighty of 
this world, believe nothing of it’. It 
was true also in Biblical times, 
Luther points out. “Hardly half of 
the people believed the resurrection 
of the dead; even the religious 
leaders thought nothing of it. The 
whole sect of the Sadducees believed 
neither in God nor in heaven, neither 
in a resurrection of the dead nor in 
an eternal life, neither in angel nor 
in devil. 

In a word, if you consult reason 
and judge according to external 


Arnold E. Rakow 


FOUR 


resurrection 
i 


appearance and experience, faith 
fails, and man lets this article go”. 


The Resurrection of Christ 


The Resurrection of Christ 
proves that there is such a thing as 
the resurrection of the body. “If 
the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised... but now is Christ risen 
from the dead and become the first 
fruits of them that slept... now if 
Christ arose from the dead, how 
say some among you that there is 
no resurrection of the dead?” 
I Corinthians 15: 15ff. 


Historians like Sir Gilbert West 
decided to liberate people from the 
“superstition” of the resurrection. 
After investigating the evidence, he 
changed his mind and said: “I 
have thoughtfully investigated the 
resurrection of Christ and have 
come to the conclusion that He who — 
is said to have come forth from the 
sepulchre of Joseph’s garden was, 
as He claimed to be, the veritable 
Son of God”. That Christ was © 
really dead and lived again is a 
fact. . 


Not a Natural Phenomenon 


The resurrection is not a natural 
development, as when a plant grows — 
from the dying seed; nor is it 
affected by a voluntary act of thel 
soul returning to its body. The re-— 
surrection of the dead is an act of — 
God’s omnipotence, 2 Corinthians 
1:9; Romans 4:17; John 5:21. 


But by the Power of God : 
It may seem absurd that a body } 
which has returned to the dust, or 
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has been reduced to vapour and 
ashes in a fire, or has been devoured 
by wild beasts could possibly be 
revived and restored. But all 
doubts and objections as to the 
possibility of the resurrection of the 
body may be answered with the 
words of Christ: “Ye do err... 
not knowing the power of God”, 
Matthew 22:29. God, who created 
the human body of dust, can also 
recompose it after it has decom- 
posed, as Christ did in the case of 
the body of Lazarus, John 11:43. 


All Shall Rise 

Not only those who believe in 
‘Christ and looked forward to their 
resurrection, but also those who 
did not want to rise, will come out 
of their graves. “There shall be a 
resurrection from the dead, both of 
the just and unjust”. Acts 24:15, 
Christ’s call to repent and believe is 
rejected by many, Matthew 23:37; 
but His call to rise will be obeyed 
by all. “All that are in their graves 
shall hear His voice and _ shall 
come forth”, John 5:28129; Rev- 
elation 20: 12-13. 


That Christ has risen and we, too, 
shall rise from the dead is a chief 
article of our faith. A gospel with- 
out the resurrection of the body is 
not the Gospel of Christ and His 
apostles. “So you see”, Dr. Luther 
said, “that everything depends on 
our retaining a firm hold on this 
article in particular; for if this one 
totters and no longer counts, all the 
others will lose their value and valid- 
ity”. “Thus we honourably carry the 
dead to the grave, follow the corpse, 
sing and pray as a testimony and in- 
dication of our faith that these very 
dead, and we together with them, 
will rise on Judgment Day and that 
the bodies will not be different 
bodies, although they will be con- 
stituted differently and transfigured”. 
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Even the devil is amazed at the 
Incarnation, according to a medieval 
legend. 


LUTHER 


On the Birth of Christ 


We read that once upon a time a rude 
dunce and dolt happened to be standing 
in church while people were singing these 
words: ef homo factus est (and was 
made man). He did not take his cap off, 
bow his knees, or accord the words any 
honour; but he stood there like a stick. 
though the entire multitude of the people 
present had knelt down while these 
words were being sung in the Nicene 
Creed aad offered a devout prayer. 


Then the devil stepped up to the man, 
slapped his mouth so that he saw stars, 
cursed him terribly, and said: May.the 
infernal fires consume you, you coarse 
fool! If God had assumed my nature 
and become an angel such as I was and 
people sang: God has become an angel, 
I would bow not only my knees to the 
ground but my whole body, may, ten ells 
deep I weuld crawl into the ground. But 
you wretched man stand there like a stick 
or stone. You hear that God did not be- 
come an angel but a man like you, and 
it’s all the same to you. 

Now whether this happened or did not 
happen is neither here nor there. At any 
rate, it is in accordance with our faith 
that the holy fathers wanted to advise” 
young people with an example such as 
this how great and unspeakable a thing 
it is that the true Son of God became 
man, They wanted us to open our eyes 
and consider these words well. 


From What Luther Says Il, 1353, 
by Ewald Plass. 


The Cambridge University Lutheran 
Society, whose programme for the 
Michaelmas Term 1960 is enclosed 
with this issue of the BRITISH 
LUTHERAN, is a society recognised by 
the University. Now in its second year, 
the Society is open to Lutheran 
students and their friends at the 
University. 


FIVE 


The Lutheran 


Rose Among T| 
I 


Whenever one hears or reads descrip- 


tions of East Anglia, two things are 
always mentioned: the magnificent 
towers and spires of Cambridge, and, in 
sharp contrast, the fens of the country- 
side. In His mysterious workings, God 
has used both fen and University to 
bring into existence the unique Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church of Cambridge. 


Fen and University 


Already during World War II it was 
found that the flat East Anglian fenland 
lent itself very well to the construction 
of aerodromes from which the RAF could 
launch the Battle of Britain. The aero- 
dromes still abound in East Anglia and 
are responsible for bringing to us hund- 
reds of American and Canadian Lutheran 
people, servicemen and their families who 
are conscious of their faith and of their 
need of the Word of God, This is one 


SIX 


side of the story. The other is Cam- 
bridge University, whose tradition and 
standards of excellence attracted the 
ELCE programme for training a British 
Lutheran ministry. These two groups, 
Lutheran military personnel and Lutheran 
university people, have combined to bring 


about /what will become the seventh 
ELCE' congregation. 
The congregation will be called the 


Evangelical Church of Cambridge, but 
“Cambridge” does not adequately des- 
cribe the area in whick we proclaim 
Christ in Word and Sacrament. True, 
Cambridge in the centre and has weekly 
services, but regular worship is held, 
though less often, at more than half a 
dozen other locations, 

Twice a month, one group meets at 
Lakenheath, an RAF station on the fens 
of northwest Suffolk. To the north and 
east of Lakenheath there are groups 
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hich meet monthly at Sculthorpe near 
ie Norfolk Wash and at Woodbridge 
a the Suffolk coast. Another meets at 
Jethersfield in the rolling farmlands of 
orthern Essex,, yet another at Alcon- 
ury only a few miles away from Oliver 
romwell’s Huntingdon. And there are 
iore : Chicksands in the Bunyan country 
f Bedfordshire, and Chelveston in 
forthamptonshire where the fens begin 
) blend into the industrial Midlands 


The People of God 


The distances which separate the East 
.nglian Lutherans makes it difficult for 
ll of them to worship together at the 
ame place and at the same time. The 
rogramme of our Cambridge church is 
esigned to meet the needs of a transient 
nd dispersed society of Christians. As 
apid mass transportation and the ever 
creasing incidence of group move- 
1ents become more and more prevalent 
1 the 20th century, the Christian Church 
ust come to grips with the problem that 
fe have to face at Cambridge; the prob- 
>m of a transient society. If people can- 
ot come to church, the Church must 
ome to them. For, really, God’s People 
te the Church 


This is the reality with which Christi- 
nity of today must reckon; not to think 
f the Church in terms of institutions, 
uildings, properties, but in terms of 
self, that is, people, people bought with 
1e blood of Christ, God’s People. In 
1e Old Testament. the People of God 
1 their wanderings had no temple, syna- 
ogue or church, but carried with them 
portable tabernacle and the Ark of the 
‘ovenant to symbolize that God dwells 
ot in buildings, but in the hearts of His 
eople, that wherever the Pecple of 
sod are gathered in faith around His 
Vord, there is the Church. 


Has the Cambridge programme succee- 
ed in reaching the Lutheran people in 
last Anglia? During 1960, 60 have aiten- 
ed membership classes with the purpose 
ither of joining the church or of 
efreshing their faith and recalling their 
hildhood confirmation. Over 40 souls 
ave been received into the Church by 
saptism in the first ten months of this 
ear, The average Sunday attendance!for 
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And Spires Of East Anglia 


our groups as a whole has been over 
seventy. This figure is increasing; during 
October the average was over 100 


It Began at Lakenheath 

How and when did all this begin? It 
began when an American Lutheran lay- 
man at RAF Lakenheath heard that the 
Rey. Norman Nagel had been seni from 
London to Cambridge to lay the founda- 
tion for the ELCE theological training 
programme. Pastor Nagel agreed to con- 
duct Lutheran services at Lakenheath 
once a month. The first service was held 
Easter 1958. The programme grew. On 
Reformation Day 1958, a secoad monthly 
service was begun in Cambridge itself. 
Professor Holland Jones of St. Louis, on 
a year’s research at the University, step- 
ped in to kelp Pastor Nagel. By Reforma- 
tion Day 1959, Professor Jones had left 
and Pastor R. H. Blank was appointed 
to continue the work. Later in 1959, the 
USAF assigned Lutheran Chaplain E. J. 
Schwarzkopf to Lakenheath. In January 
1960, the programme was expanded to 
take in six other USAF bases. In August 
1960, the second ELCE tutor, the Rev. 
Kenneth Mahler, arrived in Cambridge. 
While working towards his doctorate, 
Pastor Mahler assists in developing the 
Cambridge congregation. 


Castle End Mission 

While military chapels are serving our 
groups for the most part, historic St. 
Michaels Church in Cambridge, built in 
1327 but unused for the last 40 years, 
came to mean ‘home’ for Cambridge 
Lutherans, Stately, beautiful, but almost 
unbearably cold in winter, St. Michaels 
is no longer our regular place of worship. 
At present our tents are pitched in the 
Castle End Mission, a Congregational 
Mission Hall built in 1887 as a centre to 
bring literacy and the Gospel to the 
poverty-stricken labouring classes of 
Cambridge. Social conditions have 
changed, and Castle End with its ade- 
quate chapel and five Sunday School 
rooms has been little used in recent years. 
It is hoped that Castle End will be able 
to accommodate our growing group until 
the time when another of the modern 
ELCE churches can be built, this time 
next to “Westfield House”, the ELCE 
theological training centre. 


SEVEN 


Pastors Exchange Ideas At European Conference 


Wilhelm Rehr from Frankfurt, the Rev, Kenneth) 


Talking it over between sessions are the Rev 
‘ Arnolc Rakow, host pastor 


the Rev. Bernard Galicher from Paris, the Rev. 
ce, from London 


Photo by Weekly Post Newspapers” 


“Useful and informative for us from the Continent”, “inspirational”, 
“encouraging”, “wish I could come here often” were the verdicts of Conti-! 
nental pastors expressed at the summing-up session of the first International 
Lutheran Pastoral Conference of ELCE-affiliated churches at St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church, Ruislip, 21-23 November. Among the 24 ministers attend- 
ing were Pastors Wilhelm Rehr of Frankfurt, Reinhardt Trautmann of Bie- 
lefeld, Bernard Galicher of Paris, and Henk Zijlstra of Antwerp: also Bishop 
W. Fierla and Pastors T. Stoy, Frederick Arlt, and Erik Cimala of the Polish 
Lutheran Church in England. During the three days of exegetical papers, 
theological essays, and round-table discussions, the pastors examined the 
mission Opportunities, problems and methods in their respective countries. 
The Conference recommended that the meeting be an annual event, the next 
in Paris in September 1961. It was also suggested that travelling expenses be 
pooled and equalised so that all participants pay the same cost irrespective 
of distance, while board and lodging be provided by the host church. 


SCHOOL 
LAYMEN CONDUCT STEWARDSHIP 


The ELCE’s first Stewardship School 
was conducted at Boreham Wood by six 
laymen of the newly-organised St. Pauls 
Lutheran Church on Saturday, 26 Nov- 
ember, Over the space of three hours 


EIGHT 


(2.30-5.30), the communicani members of 
the congregation, under the guidance of 
the Church Council, inquired into and 
discussed the various aspects cf Christian 
Stewardship. Opering and closing devo- 
tiors were cond=cted by the pastor, the 
Rey. W. P. Borgas, but the school itself 
was entirely in the hands of laymen, Mr. 
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ck Ansett chaired the meeting. The three 
“oups into which the meeting divided to 
scuss ““Time”, “Talent” and “Treasure” 
ere led by Mr. Peter Crawley, Mr. 
eorge Launer, and Mr. Arthur Spiers, 
hile Mr. C. Jones and Mr. A. W. Jey- 
‘s concluded the study by relating the 
2eds of the kingdom of God at heme 
ad abroad to the giving potential of the 
mngregation. 


961 SYNOD 28-29 APRIL 
T RUISLIP 


The Seventh Annual Synod of the 
vangelical Lutneran Church of England 
ill be held at St. Andrews, Ruislip, 28- 
) April, 1961, according to the an- 
ouncement of the Executive Council 
fter their meeting on Monday, 28 Nov- 
mber. The Synod is the annual general 
eeting of the church. The Council also 
sreed that it would submit a resclution 
king that the Synod appoint a “Master 
lan Committee”, one pastor and three 
ymen, who will simulate study and ap- 
lication of stewardship and evangelism 
rinciples towards carrying out the ELCE 
faster Plan in all parishes. It was also 
iggested that a layman deliver the 1951 
ynodical Essay. The deadline for sub- 
lission of resolutions to the 1961 Synod 
31 January 1961. 


Paster Arnold Rakow, Councillor, re- 
orted on the international pastoral con- 
erence at Ruislip. Gratitude was expres- 
-d for the hospitality afforded the pas- 
yrs by the members of St. Andrews, es- 
ecially its Ladies’ Guild. The Council 
pproved the annual European missions 
onference and agreed to send delegate(s) 
» the meeting in 1961. 


[ARLOW CELEBRATES 
IRTHDAY 


“Who of you, one year ago, would 
ave thought that you would today be 
ttending church every Sunday and 
sending two or three nights every week 
t the church besides?” Pastor V. H. 
fennig asked the 57 people who filled 
very seat in the temporary hut at the 
irst Anniversary Service of Harlow 
utheran Church, on Sunday, 27 Noviem- 
er. He pointed to the progress of the 
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mission since the first Lutheran service 
on 29 November 1959. Starting with no 
ELCE communicant members, the mis- 
sion now had 65 regular attenders at 
divine services and 56 in Sunday School. 
Membership in four youth clubs has 
been closed since the 80 now enrolled 
taxed the temporary facilities to the 
limit. 


Three services, youth at 10.30 a.m., 
children at 3 pm. and congregation at 
6.30 p.m., were held to mark the first 
birthday of the Harlow church. The con- 
firmation of the first class of adults will 
probably take place, after sixteen months 
of instruction, in March 1961. It is hoped 
that soon after, the formal organisation of 
the mission into the eighth ELCE con- 
gregation will take place. Modification of 
plans and revised estimated costs for 
construction of the new church building 
for Harlow are almost completed. 


100 MILLION AUDIENCE FOR 
CHRISTMAS BROADCAST 


Radio networks all over the world will 
transmit the special Christmas broadcast 
of the International Lutheran Hour, Dr. 
Oswald Hoffmann, speaker. The Pan 
American Broadcasting Company of New 
York City which is handling the world- 
wide distribution of the programme 
reports that this will be one of the grea- 
test coverages ever accorded a single 
broadcast. Among the networks which 
will beam the programme to an estimated 
100 million listeners are the Japan 
Broadcasting Company, Radio Hong 
Kong, Indonesian Home Service, All-India 
Radio, Radio Pakistan, the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation, the Tangan- 
yika Broadcasting Corporation, Radio- 
diffusion - Television Francaise, the 
Belgian National Network, the Saarlander 
Rundfunk in West Germany, and the 
Deutscher Demokratischer Rundfunk in 
East Germany. For listeners in Britain: 
Radio Luxembourg, 49.26 metres short 
wave, on Boxing Day, 26 December, at 
7 p.m. 


Interviewed in this special broadcast 
will be Miss Marian Anderson, the 
world-famous contralto, who will also 
sing several Christmas carols and the 
Christmas aria from Handel’s “Messiah” 
during the interview. 


NINE- 
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LETTERS 


OK KK 


My wife and I are now stationed over 
here in the Far East with the Lutheran 
Service Commission serving the military 
personnel, especially at the large and 
strategic US Navy Base at Subic Bay, 
north of Manila. We both find joy in 
the very challenging work, Recently the 
British Carrier Albion was in port. Quite 
a few of the officers and men frequented 
our Lutheran Service Centre. They came 
from Blackpool, Southport, Kings Cross, 
Westfield, Salisbury, Southampton, etc. 
It was a joy to kave them. Some of 
them even learned to enjoy our tea, even 
though it is iced. In this land of perpetual 
summer anything cold is refreshing. You 
should have seen the boys as they dis- 
covered the BRITISH LUTHERAN on our 
magazine rack and paged through all the 
back copies. You have a wonderful group 
representing Her Majesty in these far- 
away ports. 


My sincerest greetings to you and 
yours. Keep on keeping on “From the 
Taff to the Tyne’. God bless you. 


Louis T. BUCHHEIMER. 
Service Pastor, 
Olongapo, Zambales, 
Philippines. 


We have at Harlow a grand old lady 
who is well past her three score and ten 
years and is a very loyal worshipper, 
namely Granny Torrington. One Sunday, 
Granny was really unhappy: her pet 
budgie had died. Everybody tried to cheer 
up the old lady, and offered their sym- 
pathy. 


Sympathy wasn’t good enough for the 
Youth Club, and at the meeting of the 
Youth Club Committee the following 
night, up jumped on lad: “Why can’t 
we get cld Granny Torrington a 
budgie?” 

The agenda went out the window for 
the rest of the meeting. How much did 
we have in our funds? Where would we 
get a budgie? Who knew anything about 
them? < 

The following night was club night and 


TEN 


in the pouring rain down to Granny 
Torrington trecked twelve boys, twelve 
girls, three leaders, one pastor and one 
budgie, One of the lads, a boy who can 
neither hear nor speak, presented the 
budgie to Gramny. 


Such joy and happiness can only be the 
work of our Lord and Saviour. 
FRANK MCWILLIAM. 
Youth Leader, 
Harlow, Essex. 


P.S. Granny has decided to call the 
budgie “Martin”. 


When we _ received this month’s 
British LUTHERAN, alas, there were no 
readers’ letters. We therefore felt we must 
write one to support the page we always 
turn to first, but on what subject do we 
write? Do we speak of our little church 
that has brought us true friendship, 
friendship that sees us through any dis- 
agreement we may have? On shall we 
make our pastor the subject of this let- 
ter? Already much loved by us, we are 
in debt to him for his seemingly untiring 
devotion to his ‘job’ and us. But, no, at 
this time the subject of our letter must 
be the approach of Christmas. We pray 
that all readers and Christians everywhere 
will have as happy a Christmas as we 
know we shall have this year. For we 
shall in truth celebrate Our Lord’s Birth- 
day for what it really is, The Christmas 
service will be the highlight of the holi- 
day for the first time in our home. With 
thankful hearts we pray that many others 
may ‘be aware of our most precious gift 
from God our Father. 


Mr. AND Mrs. NICKLESS. 
Harlow, Essex. 


Your experience in the ELCE is of 
great interest to the Lutheran Church in 
Canada, and I shall be most interested in 
seeing things at first hand. The BritisH 
LUTHERAN is very informative and enjoy-~ 
able. More power and God’s blessing to 
you. : 

D. C. APPELT, 
Librarian, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada, 
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pene: Should the pastor be the chaitman of the congregation? 


Answer: A_ Christian 
may elect any capable voting member to 
be the chairman of the congregation. 
The pastor is a voting member like the 
others and by virtue of his office (ex 
officio) is a member of the church 
council and of every congregational 
committee. 


congregation 


We do not believe, however, that the 
pastor should ordinarily serve as chair- 
man. For one thing, the voting mem- 
bership should be trained for self- 
government and sound Christian leader- 
ship, This can be accomplished only by 
actual experience. For another, by being 


the presiding officer the pastor would 
frequently find himself in the uncom- 
fortable position of having to render 
decisions which could react unfavourably 
upon him and pui a strain on _ the 
relationship between himself and some 
of the members. For a third, he is freer 
to speak to the issues that come before 
the assembly if he is not the chairman, 


Except in the case of very new and 
iaexperienced congregations, pastors in 
our opinion should leave the conduct of 
the voters’ meetings to capable laymen 
selected by the congregation. 
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